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Population, Income and Employment

Population
 Rural * Urban * Total
Year
    1980 799,868 769,957 1,569,825
    1990 751,172 827,213 1,578,385
    2000 768,760 942,503 1,711,263
    2003 (latest estimates) 760,893 978,398 1,739,291

More information on Nebraska population
•County-Level Population Data
•Rural Population and Migration Briefing Room
•Contact John Cromartie, 202-694-5421.

Income
 Rural * Urban * Total
Per-capita income (2002 dollars)
    2001 25,364 33,161 29,694
    2002 24,715 32,709 29,182
    Percent change -2.6 -1.4 -1.7
 
Earnings per job (2002 dollars)
    2001 26,195 38,018 33,158
    2002 25,291 38,085 32,826
    Percent change -3.5 0.2 -1.0
 
Poverty rate (percent)
    1979 12.4 9.0 10.7
    1989 12.7 9.7 11.1
    1999 10.9 8.7 9.7
    2002 (latest model-based estimates) 11.3 9.0 10.0

More information on Nebraska poverty rates
•County-Level Poverty Rates data
•Rural Income, Poverty, and Welfare Briefing Room
•See important notes about decennial and model-based intercensal poverty estimates
•Contact Dean Jolliffe, 202-694-5430

Employment
 Rural * Urban * Total
Total number of jobs
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    2001 486,668 697,423 1,184,091
    2002 485,421 695,590 1,181,011
 
Unemployment rate (percent)
    2002 3.4 3.7 3.6
    2003 3.8 4.2 4.0

More information on Nebraska unemployment rates
•County-Level Unemployment and Median Household Income data
•Rural Labor and Education Briefing Room
•Contact Lorin Kusmin, 202-694-5429
 
Percent employment change
    2000-2001 -0.8 1.9 0.7
    2001-2002 -0.6 0.0 -0.2
    2002-2003 3.3 0.4 1.7
 
Percent of 2001 employment in farm and farm-related jobs
Total 30.7 14.7 21.4
    Production 11.9 1.1 5.6
    Farm inputs 2.1 0.6 1.2
    Processing & marketing 5.8 2.5 3.9
    Wholesale & retail trade 10.1 10.0 10.0

More information on farm employment
•Farm and Farm-Related Employment data
•Contact Alex Majchrowicz, 202-694-5355

* Urban and rural (metro and nonmetro) defintions are based on the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) June 2003
classification. See Measuring Rurality: New Definitions in 2003 for more information.
 
More information on socioeconomic conditions
•Rural Emphasis Page
•Contact Tim Parker, 202-694-5435.

Farm Characteristics

1992, 1997 and 2002 Census of Agriculture
 
 1992 1997 2002
Total land area (million acres) 49.20 49.20 49.20
    Total farmland (million acres) 44.39 45.85 45.90
        Percent of total land area 90.2 93.2 93.3
 
        Cropland (million acres) 22.40 22.63 22.52
            Percent of total farmland 50.5 49.4 49.1
            Percent in pasture 11.6 8.3 8.4
 
            Harvested Cropland (million acres) 16.15 17.90 17.34
                Percent irrigated 27.8 30.7 33.3
 
        Woodland (million acres) 0.44 0.44 0.38
            Percent of total farmland 1.0 1.0 0.8
            Percent in pasture 59.7 56.4 61.2
 
        Pastureland (million acres) 20.56 21.62 21.94
            Percent of total farmland 46.3 47.2 47.8
 
        Land in house lots, ponds, roads,
        wasteland, etc. (million acres)

0.99 1.16 1.06
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            Percent of total farmland 2.2 2.5 2.3
 
Conservation and organic practices
        Farmland in conservation or wetlands
         reserve programs (million acres)

0.99 1.28 1.17

            Percent of total farmland 2.2 2.8 2.5
 
        Certified organic farms, all commodities
(number)

N/A N/A 137

        Value of all organic commodities sold
($1,000's)

N/A N/A 4,145

            Certified organic farms, crops (number) N/A N/A 105
            Land used to raise certified organic crops
(acres)

N/A N/A 26,668

 
Average farm size (acres) 839 841 930
 
Farms by size (percent)
            1 to 99 acres 21.9 23.2 23.4
            100 to 499 acres 37.5 36.5 35.0
            500 to 999 acres 20.7 19.5 18.3
            1000 to 1,999 acres 11.9 12.4 13.4
            2,000 or more acres 8.1 8.4 9.9
 
Farms by sales (percent)
            Less than $9,999 20.1 25.1 30.5
            $10,000 to $49,999 32.0 26.0 24.1
            $50,000 to $99,999 17.5 14.9 13.4
            $100,000 to $499,999 27.3 29.3 26.3
            More than $500,000 3.3 4.6 5.7
 
Tenure of farmers
        Full owner (farms) 21,477 24,700 24,191
            Percent of total 40.6 45.3 49.0
 
        Part owner (farms) 21,030 20,283 18,646
            Percent of total 39.7 37.2 37.8
 
        Tenant owner (farms) 10,416 9,556 6,518
            Percent of total 19.7 17.5 13.2
 
Farm organization
        Individuals/family, sole proprietorship
(farms)

44,577 44,985 42,835

            Percent of total 84.2 82.5 86.8
 
        Family-held corporations (farms) 3,192 4,177 2,950
            Percent of total 6.0 7.7 6.0
 
        Partnerships (farms) 4,604 4,736 3,080
            Percent of total 8.7 8.7 6.2
 
        Non-family corporations (farms) 238 219 115
            Percent of total 0.4 0.4 0.2
 
        Others - cooperative, estate or trust,
        institutional, etc. (farms)

312 422 375

            Percent of total 0.6 0.8 0.8
 
Characteristics of principal farm operators
        Average operator age (years) 50.7 52.5 53.9



        Percent with farming as their primary
occupation

73.9 67.8 73.0

        Men (persons) 50,681 51,591 46,350
        Women (persons) 2,242 2,948 3,005
 

More information on farm characteristics
•Census of Agriculture
•Contact NASS Customer Service, 1-800-727-9540.
Data from the 1992 Census of Agriculture is not adjusted for coverage. See Coverage Adjustment from NASS.

Farm Financial Indicators

Farm income and value added data
 2002 2003
 
Number of farms 49,400 48,500
 

  Thousands $
       Final crop output 3,131,807 4,114,117
+     Final animal output 5,709,576 6,902,502
+     Services and forestry 885,168 943,768
=   Final agricultural sector output 9,726,551 11,960,387
 
-      Intermediate consumption outlays 6,700,440 6,852,117
+     Net government transactions 58,776 327,004
=   Gross value added 3,084,887 5,435,274
 
-      Capital consumption 653,228 645,745
 
=   Net value added 2,431,659 4,789,529
 
-    Factor payments 1,609,635 1,561,668
         Employee compensation (total hired labor) 351,080 380,769
         Net rent received by nonoperator landlords 601,498 517,225
         Real estate and nonreal estate interest 657,057 663,674
 
=   Net farm income 822,024 3,227,861
 

More information on farm income
•Farm Income Data
•Farm Income and Costs Briefing Room
•Contact Roger Strickland, 202-694-5592.

Farm balance sheet as of December 31
 2002 2003
  Thousands $

Farm assets 45,461,427 47,931,898
        Real estate 34,406,336 36,625,545
        Nonreal estate 11,055,091 11,306,354
 
Farm debt 9,910,055 10,085,285
        Real estate 4,285,684 4,478,318
        Nonreal estate 5,624,371 5,606,967
 
            Equity 35,551,372 37,846,613
 
Ratios Percent
        Debt/equity 27.9 26.7
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        Debt/assets 21.8 21.0
 

More information on farm balance sheets
•Farm Balance Sheet data
•Farm Income and Costs Briefing Room
•Contact Roger Strickland, 202-694-5592.

Top Commodities, Exports, And Counties

Top 5 agriculture commodities, 2003 
 Value of receipts

thousand $
Percent of state

total
farm receipts

Percent of US value

1. Cattle and calves 5,903,957 55.6 13.1
2. Corn 2,040,658 19.2 11.1
3. Soybeans 1,089,591 10.3 6.8
4. Hogs 611,988 5.8 5.8
5. Wheat 224,846 2.1 3.4
 
All commodities 10,621,276   5.0
 

More information on Nebraska's top agriculture commodities
•Leading commodities for cash receipts
•Contact Roger Strickland, 202-694-5592.

Top 5 agriculture exports, estimates, FY 2003

 Rank among states Value
million $

1. Live Animals and Meat 1 1,047.9
2. Feed Grains and Products 4 672.0
3. Soybeans and Products 5 530.2
4. Hides and Skins 1 372.6
5. Wheat and Products 11 163.2
 
Overall rank 5 3,041.1
 

More information on agricultural exports
•State Export Data
•Agricultural Trade Briefing Room
•Contact Carol Whitton, 202-694-5287.

Top 5 counties in agricultural sales 2002

 Percent of state
total receipts

Million $

1.     Cuming County 6.0 581.0
2.     Dawson County 3.8 371.3
3.     Phelps County 3.5 341.3
4.     Lincoln County 3.0 288.9
5.     Custer County 2.9 281.9
 
State total   9,703.7
 

More information on agricultural sales
•Census of Agriculture
•Contact NASS Customer Service, 1-800-727-9540.
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Data Sources

•Local Area Unemployment Statistics, county data, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
•Regional Economic Information System, June 2004, Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Department of Commerce.
•1990 and 2000 Census of Population, Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of Commerce.
•Farm Income and Costs Briefing Room, Economic Research Service, USDA.
•Foreign Agricultural Trade of the United States (FATUS), Economic Research Service, USDA.
•Census of Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA.

Prepared by Economic Research Service, USDA, Washington, DC.

for more information, contact: Tim Parker
web administration: webadmin@ers.usda.gov
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